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Stock Market Game • Student Writing Organizer
Fall 2026
	TEACHER NOTE
Please complete the teacher-specific areas on Page 4 and adjust prompts as needed to match classroom rigor and grade-level expectations.
	

	
Student Name and Class:
_______________________________________________

	YOUR INVESTWRITE CHALLENGE



During the Stock Market Game, which stock, bond or mutual fund investment taught you the biggest lesson? How can you use that lesson to build your own long-term, diversified investment portfolio and to educate others about long-term investing?

	WRITING ROADMAP



Introductory Paragraph — Introduce Your Investment Journey
Describe your classroom experience while participating in The Stock Market Game.
Describe events, research, or ideas that influenced decisions you made while developing your portfolio.
Think About & Write About — Body of the Essay
1.  Describe your Stock Market Game portfolio, the choices you made and why.
2.  Identify which stock, bond or mutual fund taught you the biggest lesson.
3.  Discuss why that experience is your biggest lesson.
4.  Point out how you think this lesson can help you obtain investing success in your own future to develop a diverse long-term plan.
5.  Explain how things you’ve learned in The Stock Market Game have helped you gain an understanding of investing in the real world for the long-term and how you might help educate others about this.
6.  Help make your essay more interesting to the reader by writing about how your Stock Market Game         experience will impact your future.
Concluding Paragraph
Write a concluding paragraph that summarizes the essay. The conclusion should summarize the key ideas discussed throughout the essay and offer your final impression or ideas.
	
BRAINSTORM & PLAN



Use the spaces below to collect ideas before you draft. Focus on specific evidence, reasons, and examples.
	MY PORTFOLIO STRATEGY
Describe your classroom experience and the events or ideas that influenced your Stock Market Game decisions.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________



	MY BIGGEST LESSON
Identify which stock, bond or mutual fund taught you the biggest lesson.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________



	WHY IT MATTERED
Discuss why this experience is your biggest lesson.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________




	APPLYING THE LESSON
Point out how you think this lesson can help you obtain investing success in your own future to develop a diverse 
long-term plan.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________



	REAL WORLD INVESTING
Explain how things you’ve learned in The Stock Market Game have helped you gain an understanding of investing in the real world for the long-term and how you might help educate others about this.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________



	MY FUTURE SUCCESS
Help make your essay more interesting to the reader by writing about how your Stock Market Game experience will impact your future.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________



	CONCLUSION
Summarize the key ideas in your essay and offer a final impression, insight, or takeaway.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	DRAFTING CHECKPOINT



Now you’re ready to write your draft!
	TASK
	DUE DATE
	COMPLETED

	Draft
	________________
	☐

	Edits
	________________
	☐

	Final
	________________
	☐


Participation:  ☐ Voluntary   ☐ Required   ☐ Extra Credit
	Submission Deadline
Wednesday, December 9, 2026



	JUDGING CRITERIA



Judges will consider your rationale, understanding of the subject matter, and writing style.
RATIONALE
Is your essay well organized?
Do you address all the elements of the question in your essay?
Have you written clearly when you described details?
Have you omitted unnecessary details?
UNDERSTANDING THE SUBJECT MATTER
· Do you show that you understand the concepts taught in the Stock Market Game?
· Are the words and terms you use in your essay used correctly?
· Will your statements make sense to a judge who is reading your essay?
· Have you described your strategies clearly?
· Do you talk about how the things you learned in The Stock Market Game relate to what you wrote in your essay?
WRITING STYLE
· Did you make your essay easy for the judges to read?
· Will the judges be able to see your creative side when they read your essay?
· Will judges who read your essay be interested in it and want to read to the end?
· Have you used proper punctuation and good grammar?
· Have you carefully worked on your drafts to make your final essay as good as it can be?
· Did you work on this essay without too much help from your teacher or an adult? Your essay should be in your very own personal writing style!

	RULES & GUIDELINES



4–5 grade division: Each student may submit only one entry; minimum 300 words, maximum 800 words.
6–8 grade division: Each student may submit only one entry; minimum 400 words, maximum 900 words.
9–12 grade division: Each student may submit only one entry; minimum 500 words, maximum 1,000 words.
This is an individual project. Group discussion is encouraged, but essays must be written and submitted by individual students.
If a title is chosen, it must appear at the top of the first page of the text.
The student author’s name CANNOT appear in the essay or title. Identification of the student or teacher in the essay will result in disqualification.
If references are cited, include them at the end of the essay text.
References must be formatted without footnotes. At the end of the essay simply list each source as: (Author. “Title”. Date. URL).
Only the body of the essay will be included in the word count. The title and references will not count in the word limit.
All essays must be submitted in plain text; no charts, graphs or symbols will be accepted.
Essays must be submitted in plain text. Charts, graphs, and symbols are not accepted.

	Use of AI
Use of AI must be consistent with academic and integrity guidelines set by the school or classroom teacher.
AI detection will be utilized in assessing the essays and can lead to disqualification.



	FINAL CHECK



☐  Did I answer every part of the prompt?
☐  Did I explain my investment choices and reasoning?
☐  Did I address long-term investing?
☐  Did I connect The Stock Market Game to real-world investing?
☐  Did I stay within my grade-level word limit?
☐  Did I revise for organization, clarity, grammar, and punctuation?
☐  Did I remove my name and any identifying information from the essay?
☐  Did I include references correctly, if I used sources?

COMPLETE INFORMATION & AWARDS CAN BE FOUND AT
www.investwrite.org
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